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body enjoying the support of the German Government; Adatchi,
the Japanese representative, read a report on them, the reading
taking up two hours. Commenting on these petitions Zaleski
pointed out that in the great majority of cases they were either
destitute of foundation or of very slight importance.
Zaleski quoted figures and facts to show that Poland had
fulfilled all her undertakings respecting the German Minority in
Polish Upper Silesia, and that, in spite of the economic war
started by Germany in 1925, the economic position in that area
was satisfactory. The struggles of the nationalities in the district
would not continue if the Volkshmd abandoned its agitation
against the status which existed there—an agitation that created
unrest and might lead to subversive action. Some of the members
of the organization had been guilty of treason, and he instanced
Ulitz, its leader, a deputy in the Silesian Seym, and therefore
"immune." Zaleski concluded by declaring that the Volksbund
was directed towards sapping the authority of the Polish Govern-
ment in Polish Upper Silesia, and was a real danger to peace.
Stresemann, who had been listening with growing irritation to
Zaleski, pounded on the table with his fist, and cried out that
such language was intolerable. In a subsequent speech he de-
clared he would bring the whole question of the Minorities before
the Council at its next meeting—in May, It fell to Briand, as
President of the Council, to calm the storm by observing that the
views expressed had gone beyond the scope of the discussion,
though he maintained that the League had not the slightest
intention of abandoning the sacred cause of the Minorities.
stresemann's "gaffe"
This encounter between the representatives of Poland and Ger-
many excited wide attention. German comment naturally sup-
ported Stresemann and praised him for his "stout bearing/' In
France his "Bismarckian gesture" was generally deplored, but
was noted as a characteristic specimen of German methods. In
England not much was said about it; The Times in a leading
article delicately hinted that Stresemann's health, which unfor-
tunately had not been completely restored, might have soaBethiBg

